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was 18 when she first sang karaoke, on a whim, with her 12-year-old sister, Ashley, and their friend,
named Maria. The three women were in a city called Boyle, in the Bronx. Maria, the friend, was in a
bad mood. She was addicted to heroin, and still was, but the last time she had taken a hit, she had
been kicked out of the room of a house in which three young men were watching a pornographic
film. An older gentleman, a man in a suit, had just stopped by the house to collect money owed him
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