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in fact, ginzburgs language is very easy to understand, so much so that the only possible complaints one could make are that she occasionally forgets the exact meaning of a word (even a common one, like freddo) or uses a term that, although perfectly understandable, is a bit too grandiose, such as grande scuola (great school) in la strada
che va in citt. these are the kinds of minor stylistic defects that, according to the narrator, are not necessarily a cause for concern if one reads the novel only once. yet, the importance of these moments should not be underestimated. ginzburgs use of language and style permeate the whole book and, as is often the case with world literature,
permeate the whole world. however, this is not something one could say about the many other books one could name that have been written in recent years and that, for different reasons, deserve to be more widely read. the parallels between ginzburgs and ferrantes work are more than just stylistic. both writers are middle-class women who
live in a society where gender and class roles are strictly defined by religious and social convention. however, their works also both deal with similar topics, such as family, motherhood, and the role of women within the family. both, for instance, explore the different ways in which men and women are expected to behave within the family.
ginzburgs prose has been praised for the way it reflects, and in turn influences, women s own experience of family life, and ferrantes work for the way it reflects, and in turn affects, the experience of male readers. it is perhaps easier to appreciate this in an english translation, but i believe that we can say the same of ginzburgs la strada che
va in citt.
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