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application.Main menu Post navigation The Folly of Outing “Anti-Theist” Christians The New York Times recently published an article claiming to expose “nearly 40 pastors, educators and prominent Christian leaders who have publicly doubted that God exists or are at least not morally obligated to uphold traditional religious
beliefs.” (You can read the article here.) I don’t want to promote the idea that “nearly 40” Christians are doubting God’s existence. But I have a hard time separating the those atheists who are content to go through life without theism and atheists who secretly believe that God exists and intends to reward good and punish

evil. As the story was written, I kept thinking that someone should have asked those “nearly 40” Christians if they agreed with this statement: “I believe the god I worship demands the punishment of all homosexuals.” It seems that the author might have found even more atheists who were only confused about this. Of course,
the most effective way to persuade these “nearly 40” Christians to change their views about God would be to talk about theism. I’m sure these “nearly 40” Christians did not go into the meeting thinking, “I should become more like these atheists and be more accepting of homosexuals.” But if I were the gays, I would hope to
change their views about homosexuals. The appearance of these “nearly 40” Christians was intended to make atheists think that there are a lot of “non-theists” who are secretly Christians. But in the area of “beliefs about God,” it is atheists who are the most open-minded and flexible. For example, consider these two claims:

God exists. God does not exist. An atheist who is willing to consider the second claim is probably willing to consider the first. But I doubt that a theist who is willing to consider the second claim is ready to consider the first. Someone who is willing to consider the second claim is basically an ag
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